LABORATORY SAFETY RULES FOR Biology

 Ms.Byers
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Working in the laboratory can be an enjoyable and exciting learning experience, if you are careful.  Although we attempt to make each activity as safe as possible, there is always associated risk.   To ensure the safety of you and every other student, the following rules will be strictly enforced.  Minor violations will result in point losses from your laboratory assignment; major violations will result in removal from the class.  You and a parent/guardian must sign this safety contract before you will be permitted to participate in any laboratory activity.  I will keep this contract on file as per district guidelines.
General Rules and Behavioral Guidelines

· Behave responsibly at all times.  The laboratory is not a place for dangerous or frivolous behavior.  Never run, push, or engage in horseplay or practical jokes of any kind in the laboratory.

· Never eat, drink or chew gum in the science laboratory.

· Follow written and verbal instructions explicitly and carefully.  Use only authorized materials and equipment.  Perform only authorized procedures.  Do not perform any laboratory activity unless your teacher is present.

· Report all spills or accidents to your teacher immediately, no matter how minor they may seem.  Do not attempt to clean up yourself.

· Provide your teacher with information about known medical conditions (allergies, medication, contact lenses, pregnancy) and a daytime phone number where a parent/guardian can be reached.  Inform your teacher of any relevant changes in medical conditions.

· Familiarize yourself with the location and use of all safety equipment in the laboratory.  Know the location of all room exits and evacuation procedures.  In the case of an emergency, evacuate the lab immediately through the safest exit.

· For all laboratory activities, wash your hands thoroughly with soap before leaving the classroom!

 

Appropriate Dress

· Always dress appropriately for lab work and in accordance with the following guidelines.

· Tie back shoulder-length and longer hair.

· Wear safety goggles when using chemicals, sharp instruments, hot liquids, or when dissecting.

· Roll up long sleeve shirts.

· Remove heavy outer clothes and dangling jewelry, and leave them away from your lab work-space.

Housekeeping Details

· Keep your work area clean and tidy.  Wipe and dry your work area before leaving the laboratory.

· Return glassware, materials, and equipment to their proper place before leaving the laboratory.  Be sure all glassware and equipment are clean!

· Do not throw trash or other objects in the sinks.  Use the trash cans.

· Dispose of waste materials as instructed by your teacher.

 

Preparation for Laboratory

· Prepare for each lab activity by reading the instructions before starting any experiment.  If you have questions about any procedure, ask first.

· Complete pre-lab assignments prior to starting any lab activity.

· Your teacher will explain procedures and equipment.  Pay attention to use of new equipment, changes in procedure, specific safety guidelines, and disposal of used materials.
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Working with Equipment

· Laboratory equipment is expensive to replace.  You are responsible for any damage caused by misuse or carelessness.

· Carry and use your microscope according to your teacher’s directions.

· Understand the operation of equipment before attempting to use it.  If there is doubt, ask!

· Do not use chipped or cracked glassware.  Do not pick up broken glass with your bare hands.  Report any broken glassware to the teacher.

 

Working with Stains and Other Chemicals

· Never touch or taste any substances in the laboratory.

· Never smell chemicals or substances in the laboratory unless specifically instructed to do so.  If you are ever instructed to smell a substance, the proper technique will be demonstrated by your teacher.  Never inhale fumes directly.

· Wear safety goggles to protect your eyes whenever indicated or instructed to.  

· Use only the instructed amount of each substance.  Never return excess chemicals to the stock bottle.

· Keep your hands away from your face (especially eyes and mouth).  Wash your hands thoroughly with soap before leaving the classroom!

LABORATORY SAFETY CONTRACT

 

I  _______________________________(neatly print first and last name)  have read and understand all rules and guidelines set forth in the above document entitled Laboratory Safety Rules for Science.  By signing below, I agree to:

      abide by the rules and procedures outlined in Laboratory Safety Rules ;

      follow all written and verbal instructions given by the teacher;

      protect my eyes, face, hands, and body while working in the laboratory;

      carry out good housekeeping practices;

      know the location of appropriate safety equipment; and

      behave responsibly at all times in the laboratory.

I understand that my failure to abide by the rules set forth by this safety contract may result in my removal from the laboratory and my loss of the privilege to participate in other laboratory activities. 

 
Student Signature
  Date

 

Parent/Guardian Signature
  Date
